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CSP member briefing - April 2016 
 
Department of Health consultation on new student/education 
funding arrangements in England 
 

What the Department of Health is consulting on  
 
In November 2015, the Westminster government announced that allied health profession (AHP) 
and nursing/midwifery education will shift to the tuition fee and student loan model from 2017/18. 
 
The Department of Health (DH) is now consulting on the detail of these changes and how they will 
be implemented.  
 
The proposals relate to students entering healthcare programmes in England from 2017/18. They 
don’t apply to students already enrolled on programmes, students enrolling on programmes in 
2016/17, or to arrangements in the other UK countries.  

 

The CSP position   
 
There is a growing shortfall in the physiotherapy workforce supply. This is highlighted by the CSP’s 
own workforce data modelling, as well as feedback from physiotherapy service managers about 
the problems they are experiencing in recruiting to posts.  
 
In announcing the funding changes, the Westminster government indicated that they would enable 
AHP, nursing and midwifery student numbers to increase by 10k in England by 2020.  
 
In response, CSP Council agreed the following statement in December 2015:  

 
The CSP position and follow-on actions have been closely informed by wide-ranging discussions 
among members. These have included discussion at Physiotherapy UK 2015, debate at the 2016 
Annual Representative Conference, a roundtable event, and consideration of key issues by several 
CSP committees.   

 

CSP Council recognises the opportunity to grow the physiotherapy profession afforded by the 
planned shift to the tuition/student loan model in England. Through working with others, we are 
strongly committed to safeguarding the following across the UK:  
 

 Entry to the profession from all parts of society  

 Supply to the profession to deliver high-quality patient care  

 The quality of education, including practice-based learning as a key part of students 
learning experience  
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CSP activity  
 
The CSP is seeking to influence implementation of the funding changes to uphold the following: 
 

 Entry to the profession by individuals from all parts of society 

 Fair financial support to students 

 The quality of education provision (including practice-based learning) 

 Future workforce supply. 
 
Council’s position statement has been used as the basis for a range of Parliamentary briefings and 
questions and evidence to the Public Accounts Committee, as well as partnership activity with 
other professional bodies and unions.  
 
Now the task is to respond to the DH consultation.  

 
The CSP will be responding in detail to all areas of the consultation that are relevant to 
physiotherapy.  
 
This includes:  
 

 The level of finance available to students and the terms of repayment for loans for students 
on different programmes and in different circumstances  

 Financial support for students that recognises the costs associated with practice education 
placements and being on an intensive programme(s)  

 Financial support for service providers (across all sectors and settings) in delivering 
practice education placements via their continued receipt of the tariff 

 The support provided to education providers in developing and delivering physiotherapy 
education programmes, including through continued receipt of some public funding.  

 

What can you do?  
 
We are keen to hear from you as members to inform the CSP’s response. Your feedback is sought 
by 20th May 2016. 
 
There are several areas on which we would particularly value member information and 
views. These are set out in eight questions - here.  

 
Members can also respond directly to the consultation through the Department of Health website . 

 

More information  
 

 CSP web page dedicated to the funding changes: www.csp.org.uk/studentfunding 

 Information from the Student Loan Company on how loans work – here  

 Council of Deans of Health factsheet on the changes – here  

 Information from the Student Loan Company on additional funding available to students – 
here   

 Evidence on impact of tuition fees – from Sutton Trust here and from Universities UK here  

 Government guidance on education and training tariffs – here  
 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/MJ3HG85
https://consultations.dh.gov.uk/workforce/healthcare-education-funding/consult_view
http://www.csp.org.uk/studentfunding
http://www.slc.co.uk/
http://www.councilofdeans.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/The-System-Explained-11042016-final-1.pdf
http://www.thestudentroom.co.uk/content.php?r=5443-Other-funding-for-new-full-time-students-2016-17
http://www.suttontrust.com/researcharchive/independent-commission-on-fees-2015/
http://www.universitiesuk.ac.uk/highereducation/Pages/PatternsAndTrends2015.aspx#.VxTovGcUXcs
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/286774/education_and_training_tariffs_2014-15.pdf

