
Further Reading – History of Physiotherapy/the CSP 

Books and journal articles 

History of the Chartered Society of Physiotherapy 
 
Barclay J. In good hands: the history of the Chartered Society of Physiotherapy 
1894-1994.Oxford: Butterworth Heinemann; 1994.  * 
 
Blackledge C. Life during wartime. Physiotherapy Frontline. 2006 June; 12(11): 
20-23.  * 
 
Brook N. A sharp intake of breath: inspirations in education – some of the issues.  
Physiotherapy. 1994 Jan;80(A):20A-3A.  * 
 
Chartered Society of Physiotherapy.  In good hands: an exhibition guide. 
London: Chartered Society of Physiotherapy.  * 
Please note – a free copy of this leaflet is available via the CSP Library & 
Information Service. 
 
Chartered Society of Physiotherapy.  In good hands: 100 years of Physiotherapy. 
London: Chartered Society of Physiotherapy; 1994.  * 
Please note – a free copy of this leaflet is available via the CSP Library & 
Information Service. 
 
Chartered Society of Physiotherapy.  The history of the Chartered Society of 
Physiotherapy.  * 
Please note – a free copy of this leaflet is available via the CSP Library & 
Information Service. 
 
Dixon L. Handmaiden to professional. Physiotherapy’s history of the present: 
discourse analysis of the Rules of Professional Conduct of the Chartered Society 
of Physiotherapy 1895-2002. MSc thesis, Teeside University, 2003.  * 
 
Dressing the part. Physiotherapy. 1994 Jan;80(A):94A-6A.  * 
Looks at the changes to physiotherapy uniforms over time. 
 
Dyer LE. The profession and the government. Physiotherapy. 1994 
Jan;80(A):70A-1A.  * 
 
Fellows and honorary fellows of the Chartered Society of Physiotherapy. 
Physiotherapy. 1994 Jan;80(A):93A.  * 
Lists all CSP fellows and honorary fellows up to and including 1993. 
 
Hands across the sea (and land): the World Confederation for Physical Therapy. 
Physiotherapy. 1994 Jan;80(A):60A-2A.  * 
Examines the relationship between the CSP and WCPT. 
 
Helping other members. Physiotherapy. 1994 Jan;80(A):87A-8A.  * 



History of the CSP Benevolent Fund. 
 
Honours heaped upon us. Physiotherapy. 1994 Jan;80(A):89A-90A.  * 
Describes various decorations and honours that CSP members have been 
awarded. 
 
Jolly good fellows. Physiotherapy. 1994 Jan;80(A):91A-2A.  * 
Describes the history of the CSP Fellowship scheme. 
 
Moore A. The history of manipulation and the development of the Manipulation 
Association of Chartered Physiotherapists. Manipulative Physiotherapist. 1992; 
24(2): 35-8.  * 
 
Moving forward, branching out: developing the range of skills.  Physiotherapy. 
1994 Jan;80(A):97A-9A.  * 
An article examining the development of certain physiotherapy modalities, and 
their associated CSP clinical interest groups. 
 
Oxlade L and French S. Building an A1 Nation. Physiotherapy Frontline. 2005 
Dec; 11(23): 24-27. * 
Describes the experiences of two physiotherapists working in the 1930s. 
 
Pages past to present. Physiotherapy. 1994 Jan;80(A):74A-6A.  * 
A short history of the CSP journal. 
 
Purves S. The growth of private practice. Physiotherapy. 1994 Jan;80(A):44A-7A.  
* 
Robinson P.  Objectives, ethics and etiquette. Physiotherapy. 1994 Jan; 80(A): 
8A-10A.  * 
 
Rose J. The search for 14 Bedford Row. Physiotherapy. 1969 jul;55(7):265-70.  * 
 
The golden heresy of truth. Physiotherapy. 1994 Jan;80(A):77A-8A.  * 
Article about capturing practice knowledge over time in the CSP journal. 
 
Therapy in motion. Physiotherapy. 1994 Jan;80(A):85A-6A.  * 
An article exploring the history of mobile physiotherapy vehicles and the CSP. 
 
The rise and fall and rise of public relations. Physiotherapy. 1994 Jan;80(A):56A-
9A.  * 
An article charting the history of promoting physiotherapy via the CSP.   
 
The rocky road to Blackpool. Physiotherapy. 1994 Jan;80(A):83A.  * 
Charts the CSP’s movements to become a trade union. 
 
The society’s badge. Physiotherapy. 1994 Jan;80(A):96A.  * 
Describes and illustrates the changes to the CSP badge over time. 
 
The sometimes sad story of salaries. Physiotherapy. 1994 Jan;80(A):79A-83A.  * 
 



The student angle. Physiotherapy. 1994 Jan;80(A):30A-2A.  * 
 
Thornton E. 100 years of physiotherapy education. Physiotherapy. 1994 
Jan;80(A):11A-9A.  * 
 
Treasures of the Chartered Society. Physiotherapy. 1994 Jan;80(A):51A-5A.  * 
An article describing the Royal Charter, Armorial bearings, and gifts bestowed on 
the CSP. 
 
Van Leuven RM. The history of the journal. Physiotherapy. 1964 Jul;50(7):218-
23.  * 
 
Wicksteed JH. The growth of a profession: being the history of the Chartered 
Society of Physiotherapy 1894-1945. London: Edward Arnold; 1948.  * 
 
Women (and men) at war. Physiotherapy. 1994 Jan;80(A):37A-9A.  * 
 
Working around the world. Physiotherapy. 1994 Jan;80(A):63A-9A.  * 
Records the progress made by CSP members working overseas. 
 
Young P. A short history of the Chartered Society of Physiotherapy. 
Physiotherapy. 1969 Jul:55(7):271-8.  * 

General Physiotherapy History 
 
Cannon WG. History of the School of Physiotherapy: Addenbrooke’s Hospital, 
Cambridge, 1969-1993. Cambridge: Addenbrooke’s Hospital: 1993.  * 
 
Chartered Society of Physiotherapy.  50 years of physiotherapy in the NHS: 
1948-1998. London: Chartered Society of Physiotherapy;1998.  * 
Please note – a free copy of this leaflet is available via the CSP Library & 
Information Service. 
 
French S. Visually impaired physiotherapists: their struggle for acceptance and 
survival. Disability & Society. 1995;10(1):3-20.  
 
Gibbins C. A physiotherapy partnership. Physiotherapy. 1994 Jan;80(A):48a.  * 
Explains the history of the Nationwide Physiotherapy Service or LAMPS as it used 
to be known. 
 
Mason A. Military gymnastics. Physiotherapy. 1993 Mar;79(3);189.  * 
 
Parry A. Ginger Rogers did everything Fred Astaire did backwards and in high 
heels.  Physiotherapy. 1995 Jun;81(6):310-9.  * 
An article about gender issues and the history of the development of 
physiotherapy as a profession. 
 
Stewart EM. Physiotherapy – past, present and future. Physiotherapy. 1964 
Jul;50(7):228-30.  * 



 
Stockton J. The history of massage and physiotherapy in the Royal Navy. 
Physiotherapy. 1994 Jan;80A:40A-2A.  * 
 
Way PL. Blind physiotherapists: the struggle for acceptance. Physiotherapy. 1994 
Jan;80(A):33A-5A.  * 
A reprint of an article written in the 1950s describing the experiences of blind 
physiotherapists undergoing training. 
 
Wright, J. Brave new world: the advent of the NHS saw physiotherapy flourish. 
Physiotherapy Frontline. 2007 August; 13(15): 20-23. * 
An article about physiotherapy in the late 1940s, and in the 1950s. 

History regarding physiotherapy techniques/specialisms 
 
Abercromby P, Thomson D. History of Acupressure massage. In: Abercromby P, 
Thomson D. Seated acupressure massage: from ancient art to modern practice: a 
practical guide for therapists. Chichester: Corpus Publishing Limited; 2001. p. 
11-4.  * 
 
Baker J. History of the Bowen Technique: Tom Bowen 1916-1982. In: Baker J. 
The Bowen Technique. Lydney: Corpus Publishing Limited; 2001. p. 11-6.  * 
 
Boissonnault JS. A historical review of organized women’s health physical 
therapy. Journal of the Association of Chartered Physiotherapists in Women’s 
Health. 2004 Autumn;95:42-7.  * 
 
Certo CM. History of cardiac rehabilitation. Physical Therapy. 1985 Dec;65(12): 
1793-5.  * 
 
Creasey M. One hundred years of physiotherapy plinths. Physiotherapy Practice. 
1987 Mar;3(1):35-8.  * 
 
Grieco A, Fano D, Carter T, Iavicoli S. Origins of occupational health associations 
of the world. Amsterdam: Elsevier; 2003.  * 
 
Harris JD, McPartland JM. Historical perspectives of manual medicine. Physical 
Medicine and Rehabilitation Clinics of North America.  1996;7(4):679-92.  * 
 
Hollis M. Slings and springs – how did they start? Physiotherapy. 1994 
Jan;80(A):84A.  *  
 
Innocenti D. An overview of the development of breathing exercises into the 
speciality of physiotherapy for heart and lung conditions. Physiotherapy. 1995 
Jul;81(7):681-93.  * 
 
Kigin C. Evolution of pulmonary physical therapy in the United States.  
Physiotherapy Practice. 1986 Mar;2(1):22-30.  * 
 



Paris SV. A history of manipulative therapy through the ages and up to the 
current controversy in the United States. Journal of Manual and Manipulative 
Therapy. 2000;8(2):6-77.  * 
 
Quintner J. Apropos rub, rub, rubbish: massage in the Nineteenth Century. 
Physiotherapy. 1993 Jan;79(1):32.  * 
 
Richardson, B. 60 years of physiotherapists in occupational health. Occupational 
Health Physiotherapy. 2007 July, 11 (2): 10-14. * 
 
Saywell SY. The history and development of riding for disabled persons.  Physio-
therapy practice. 1988 Sept;4(3):146-54.  * 
 
Selcon H. The first century of mechanical electrotherapy. Physiotherapy. 2001 
Apr;87(4):208-9.  * 
 
Wong RA.  Geriatrics emphasis in physical therapy: a historical survey.  Physical 
Therapy. 1988 Mar;68(3):360-3.  * 
 
Wynn KE. Lily ponds, warm springs and fortunate accidents: a brief history of 
aquatic physical therapy.  PT Magazine. 1994 Dec;2(12):44-5.  * 

International Physiotherapy History  
Bentley P, Dunstan D. The path to professionalism: physiotherapy in Australia to 
the 1980s. Melbourne: Australian Physiotherapy Association; 2006.  * 
 
Cleather J. Head, heart and hands: the story of physiotherapy in Canada. 
Toronto: Canadian Physiotherapy Association; 1995.  * 
 
Crompton S. WCPT: the first 50 years. London: World Confederation for Physical 
Therapy; 2001.  * 
 
Friend, B. Celebrating fifty years. Physiotherapy Frontline Apr; 7(8): 18-19. Article 
charting development of WCPT and the celebrations of its 50th anniversary. 
 
Irish Society of Chartered Physiotherapists. ‘Hands on’ for 100 years: a history of 
physiotherapy in Ireland 1905-2005. Dublin: Irish Society of Chartered 
Physiotherapists; 2005. * 
 
Irwin-Carruthers S. Physiotherapy practice in South Africa – yesterday, today and 
tomorrow. Physiotherapy Practice. 1988 Dec;4(4):207-12.  * 
 
Keating K. The origins and development of physiotherapy as a profession in 
Ireland 1905-1986.  Physiotherapy. 1986 Dec;72(12):574-8.  * 
 
Lamb DW, Kaltenborn FM, Paris SV. History of IFOMT. Journal of Manual and 
Manipulative Therapy. 2003;11(2):73-6.  * 
 



Miles-Tapping C. Sponsorship and sacrifice in the historical development of 
Canadian physiotherapy. Physiotherapy Canada. 1989;41(2):72-80.  * 
 
Moffat M. The history of physical therapy practice in the United States. Journal 
of Physical Therapy Education. 2003 Winter;17(3): 5-25.  * 
 
Murphy W. Healing the generations: a history of physical therapy and the 
American Physical Therapy Association. Connecticut: Greenwich Publishing 
Group; 1995.  * 
 
Tyni-Lenne RA. Physical therapy during the early nineteenth century. In: World 
Confederation for Physical Therapy 11th International Congress Proceedings Book 
III. 28 July – 2 August 1991; London.  London: World Confederation for Physical 
Therapy; 1991.  * 
An article about the development of Swedish Physical Therapy and the role of 
Pehr Henrik Ling. 
 
Werner S. The development of physiotherapy in Israel. Physiotherapy Practice. 
1987 Jun;3(2):85-8.  * 

Biographical information 
 
Bryce J. Obituary: Berta and Karel Bobath. Physiotherapy. 1991 Feb;77(2): 99. * 
 
Chaitow L. Obituary: Gregory Peter Grieve 1918-2001. Journal of Bodywork and 
Movement Therapies. 2002 July;6(3):199. * 
 
Dame Rosalind Paget: pioneer midwife. Nursing Mirror. 1979 Feb;29.  * 
 
Friend B. Profession mourns the loss of a leading light. Physiotherapy Frontline. 
2001 May;7(10):14. * 
Article celebrating the achievements of Gregory Grieve. 
 
Grieve GP. Diary of a vagabond therapist. Durham: Pentland Press Limited; 1998.  
* 
Jane Honora Wicksteed, O.B.E., F.C.S.P. (Hon) 1881 to 1949. St Albans: 
Campfield Press.  * 
 
Midwives Chronicle: Ninety years of publication. Midwives Chronicle & Nursing 
Notes. 1977 Jun;136-42.  * 
Contains a page worth of text about Dame Rosalind Paget. 
 
Obituary: Dame Rosalind Paget, D.B.E., A.R.R.C. Physiotherapy. 1948 
Oct;34(10):169.  * 
 
Rivers J. Dame Rosalind Paget D.B.E., A.R.R.C. 1855-1948: a short account of 
her life and work. London: Midwives Chronicle; 1981.  * 
 



Schleichkorn J. A tribute to the Bobaths. Pediatric Physical Therapy. 1991 Fall; 
3(3):121-2. 
 
Schleichkorn J. The Bobaths: a biography of Berta and Karel Bobath. San 
Antonio: Therapy Skill Builders; 1992.  * 
 
A * symbol after a book or journal entry indicates this item is in stock at the CSP 
Learning Resource Centre. For more information about our copying services 
please see: 
http://www.csp.org.uk/director/libraryandpublications/libraryandinformationservi
ces/copyingservices.cfm 

 
Journals 
Medical History 
Available online in full text format from 1957 to present: 
http://www.pubmedcentral.gov/tocrender.fcgi?journal=228&action=archive 
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